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Teacher Education Design 
Principle + code: 

7.  Teacher education should familiarise teachers with a range 
of forma land informal inquiry- and creativity-based learning, 
teaching and assessment approaches and strategies and their use in 
relation to authentic problems within the areas of scinece and 
mathematics.  
TE: CreatInqPed 

Specific Teacher 
Outcome(s): 

7.1  Teachers should have knowledge of a range of formal, non-
formal and informal learning, teaching and assessment approaches 
and strategies to promote creativity in their early years science and 
mathematics classroom. 
7.5  Teachers should be able to use a range of creative contexts 
and approaches for provoking children’s interest, motivation and 
enjoyment in science and mathematics, such as stories, poems, 
songs, drama, puppets, games.  
7.8  Teacher should be able to use a variety of scaffolding 
techniques to promote creativity in science and mathematics, from 
standing back in order to observe, listen and build from the 
children’s interests, to intervening with appropriate questioning to 
support and extend inquiries. 

Factors linked with: T: Ped; 
P: Affect;  
M: Cr.;  
P: Scaff;  
P: Quest 

Type of material (image – 
interview (int) – classroom 
extract (class): 

Classroom 

Originating from:   

 Country report : D4.3 – report Belgium 

 Case: Cases 1 & 2 

 Episode: The Giant 

 Teacher: Maaike and Sarah 

 Age Group: 4-6 

Selected episode present in 
D4.4 Appendix 

No 
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A book of one of the girls is discussed. It is a book about giants (‘Het reuze reuzenboek’ from Yvonne 
Deutch and Michelle Misra).  

Based on the demands of the children, one of the teachers starts to read the story of ‘Jack and the 
Beanstalk.’ At a certain moment she stops reading. Jack is trapped in the oven.  

Sarah: What does Jack has to do to escape?  

Several children are now reacting on each other. 

Child:  I know, maybe there is a key nearby to open the oven. 
Other Child:  No, the giant has the key. 
Other Child:  If the giant opens the oven and he sees the child. 
Maaike: Yes, what then? 
Child: Then the child have go the between the legs of the giant. He has to loosen the goat and then 
the goat will attack the giant, who will fall. 
Sarah: But a goat against a giant. How large is the goat?  

One of the children is showing how large a goat is, almost his own length.  

Sarah: Look at how large a goat is and C is a small child. C is maybe as large as Jack. 
Child: oepsie 
Maaike: You are large (she is saying it to the child who showed the length of the goat) but for a giant 
you are a little child. 
Sarah: I think it will be impossible for a goat to attack a giant.  

Several children are showing what will happen and there is some commotion in kring.  

Maaike: I just think of something. Who lives with the giant?  
Children: The giant’s wife. 
Maaike:  The giant’s wife, is she angry at Jack?  
Children: No. 
Maaike: Maybe Sarah, this wife can do something for Jack since she is not angry at Jack.  She doesn’t 
want to eat him. She has helped him to hide.  

T1 asks a child what he would do. 

Child: To hide in a different place, where it is hard for the giant to find him. 
Maaike: Yes but that is a bit a problem, Jack can’t get out of the oven on his own.  
Child: Then he could ask the wife, can I get the key. 
Other Child: But then the giant can hear it. 
Other Child: And the key can’t go through the glass. 
Maaike: Yes, but do we need a key to open an oven?  
Children: No 
Child: You simply have to pull and then the oven opens. 
Maaike: But if you are in the oven?  He is in the oven. 
Child: Someone else have to pull. 

Fostering children’s curiosity and interests  

using the story of Jack and the Beanstalk 

Using questions to support and extend inquiries and problem solving. 

Assessing solutions and ideas of children using questions. 



 

Page 3 of 3 
 

Other Child: No, the giant can see this and will say: haha my meal is there.  

Again different children have solutions and other theories. 

Maaike: Maybe it is in the book? 

Sarah starts to read the book again and they hear the solution of Jack. The teacher is reading further. 

At the end of the book the giant disappears in the sea. Again the teachers are asking the children 

several things. Where is the giant exactly? And how can he survive? 

Again the children are reacting on the questions and on each other. There is a lot of fantasy and they 

have different theories. The kring ends with a physical activity which is linked to the story of Jack and 

the Beanstalk. 

After the kring moment the children work in groups (they are divided over the two classrooms and 
they select themselves in which corner they will work, some are making drawings of the giant. 
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