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BE_Class_TheMask_CrossCurr 
  

Teacher Education Design 
Principle + code: 

16.  Teacher education should provide teachers with knowledge 
of approaches to timetabling and organizing cross- circular project 
work. 
TE: CrossCurr 

Specific Teacher Outcome(s): 16.1  Teachers should be able to use approaches to cross-
thematic, cross-circular and project work to promote creativity in 
science and mathematics. 
16.3  Teachers should be able to build connections across the 
curriculum of various kinds and with potential to contribute to 
children’s inquiry and creativity. 

Factors linked with: C: Sci/M Integ;  
LA: Connect 

Type of material (image – 
interview (int) – classroom 
extract (class): 

Classroom 

Originating from:   

 Country report : D4.3 – Belgium report 

 Case: Cases 1&2 

 Episode: The Mask 

 Teacher: Sarah  

 Age Group: 4–6 

Selected episode present in 
D4.4 Appendix 

No 
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After the ‘kring’ moment (the central place in the classroom where the children gather at the 
beginning of the day) the children have to choose what they like to do, there are corners which are 
regular (such as the construction corner, the book corner …) however there is also a more special 
activity. The children can choose to design a mask (because of the carnaval). Children can choose to 
work in the classroom of Maaike or in the classroom of Sarah. Both are guiding a mask activity. 

In the classroom of Sarah, there are 6 children working at the ‘Mask’ table. They are creating a mask 
with a flag on it (because of the ‘Belgium in Europe and beyond’ project); however children who 
don’t want a flag on their mask may use their own ideas. So two girls decide to make a sprout as 
mask.  

On the table there are several materials, there are different kinds of glue, different kinds of other 
adhesive materials, different kinds of decoration materials. The children are also allowed to take 
materials from the different bins in the classroom. 

In the episode below the teacher is evaluating the mask together with the girl. As you will notice in 
the small episode with the girl, mathematics is integrated very naturally, initiated by the evaluation 
of the mask. 

 
  

Incorporating science and mathematics in an art and craft activity.  
Making connections. 

Evaluating children’s work 
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Child 2 ‘I can’t do a hole.’ 
Teacher ‘Say Mrs. Sprout, how does a sprout look? Do you know sprouts?’ 
Child 2 ‘Yes.’ 
Teacher ’How?’ 
Child 2 ‘Green  
Teacher ‘Green, and what is the format of a sprout?’ 
Child 2 ‘round’ 
Teacher ‘Do we have now a round already?’ The teacher takes the mask and shows it to C2.  
Teacher ’Look.’ 
Child 2 ‘No’ 
Teacher ‘What do we have now?’ 
Child 2 ‘Rectangle.’ 
Teacher ‘We have a rectangle, very good.’ 
Teacher ‘But how can we make a round of it? 

The design of the masks also enhances the knowledge of the girl concerning sprouts. She and the 
teacher searched for sprouts on the internet and together they have observed the sprouts and the 
leaves of the sprouts. Based on this observation she made her mask more round, using separate 
leaves. By encouraging the girl to observe real sprouts, the teacher uses the interests and the 
imagination of the girl to increase her knowledge about vegetables (nature). 
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