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17.
Teacher education should address with teachers issues in
ensuring rich provision, planning and use of resources (including
digital resources) in and out of the classroom to support children’s
inquiry and creativity.
TE: Resources
17.6 Teachers should be able to gain insights into children’s
developing explorations and creativity based on their use of
resources.
P: Express
Classroom extract (class)
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Teacher providing space for the children to freely explore their
resources in different ways

Exploring alternative ways of generating a mathematical answer
The teacher starts talking about numbers adding to 10. She introduces 7 blocks, but she explains she
wants 9. She writes the example on board
7 + ___ = 9
The teacher works out the example with the children using blocks. The teacher then works out a
second example using blocks.
5 + ___ = 8
The teacher then moves on to explain what group work the children are going to do. She gives each
table some blocks, straws, beans and plastic cups. They also had two small sheets with examples that
they had to work out. The children could choose to use any of the different things that they were
given.
Group Work:
-

Blocks: Most of the groups used the blocks. For example one group had 5+ ___ =7. The two
boys built two block towers, one with 5 blocks and one with 7 blocks. They then put them
one next to the other and noted the difference.
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-

Straws: In the case of the straws, the children counted the number of straws that they had
initially, and then counted on till they reached the total, in this case 8.

-

Beans: The beans were very attractive and many were those children who played with them.
The children counted the number of beans in the first part of the sum. 4 + ___ = 6. So 4
beans were placed under one cup. Then they added 2 and with these they made a total of 6.
They decided that the answer was 2.
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