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Teacher Education Design 
Principle + code: 

1. Teacher education should provide content knowledge about 
science and mathematics, including interesting and current topics, to 
be used in activities linked with everyday life.  
TE: SocialAffectAims 

Specific Teacher Outcome(s): 1.1 Teachers should be able to pursue the social and affective 
objectives of children’s science and mathematics learning, in synergy 
with the corresponding cognitive ones.  

Factors linked with: AO: Affect;  
AO: Social 

Type of material (image – 
interview (int) – classroom 
extract (class): 

Interview, classroom extract, photographs 

Originating from:   

 Country report : D4.3 - UK England 

 Case: Case 1 

 Episode: Ice 

 Teacher: Jenny 

 Age Group: 4-6 
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D4.4 Appendix 
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In the interview Jenny emphasised that she actively encouraged the children to work together as a 
learning strategy. 
 
Jenny: And this week because we’ve just changed partners they’re having a week where they’re 
sticking with their partners and on Monday the supply teacher did lots of circle time games with just 
a bit of maths thrown in to work on bonding them as pairs. Because that will pay off in the weeks 
ahead. And so this week we’ve just stuck with pair things. 
Researcher: You use talking partners a lot. 
Jenny: Yes. I’m really trying to get away from hands-up. They just come in putting their hands-up 
don’t they. And it’s very hard. You just find yourself responding to it anyway, don’t you? And just 
getting them to… We call it popcorning, where they shout out but try to shout out into the space so 
that everyone gets a go and everyone’s engaged all the time.  
 
This partner work was evident in the lessons observed. 
 
Jenny gave an ice ball to each pair of children and challenged them to think of a way of preventing 
melting once out of the freezer. The children got to choose their own partners and then had to talk in 
small groups about their ideas. They then ‘popcorned’ their ideas (all called out their ideas but tried 
to take turns so they were speaking in a space). 

Jenny: Any suggestions?  

Children called out answers.  

Jenny: That was rubbish popcorning because you all said ‘outside’. Where outside? Talk to your 
partner. 

The teacher asked for a response from each pair. She asked one child for the idea and then asked the 
other child in the pair to explain why they had chosen that.  
e.g. Child A1 ‘in the field’ Child A2 ‘because there was loads of snow there in the playground’ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Encouraging children to work together and talk together  
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Children talking in partners during the Ice episode. 
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