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Teacher Education Design 
Principle + code: 

14. Teacher education should equip teachers with knowledge 
and skills to use a range of formal, non-formal and informal learning 
environments, including the outdoor environment, both the school 
grounds and the wider environment beyond the school, in their 
teaching of science and mathematics.  
TE:LEnvironm 

Specific Teacher Outcome(s): 14.1 Teachers should be able to make use of varied settings for 
science and mathematics learning, including flexible use of the 
environment both indoors and out. 
14.4 Teachers should be able to manage visits with children to 
the outdoor and wider environment beyond the school, addressing 
issues of health and safety, liaison with parents, building progression 
in experience inside the classroom.  

Factors linked with: L: Outdoors;  
L: Informal/Non-formal 
M:Explor.;  
M: Outd.;  
M: Inf. 

Type of material (image – 
interview (int) – classroom 
extract (class): 

Classroom extract (class) 

Originating from:   

 Country report : D4.3 UK (Scotland) 

 Case: Case 20 

 Episode: Scout Camp 

 Teacher: Sarah 

 Age Group: 3-5 

Selected episode present in 
D4.4 Appendix 

No 
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This extract is set in a 26 acre wild space at a scout centre just at the edge of a city. The site includes 
a variety of features including open grassland, wooded hillsides and a river. Children from the Centre 
visit on a regular basis in a minibus. Children choose whether they wish to go in collaboration with 
parents and staff. Photographs of visits to the site feature frequently in children’s profile records and 
informal conversations. The site provides opportunities for adventurous and challenging physical 
activities and for close observation and study of the natural world. The place of visits to the site 
within planned Centre activities also reflects the priority given to prompting the holistic development 
of each individual child based on their interests and fostering citizenship and environmental 
awareness.  

 

The Base Camp 

Routines associated with the careful organisation of appropriate materials, including suitable 
clothing, blankets, mats, food and drink are essential to keep visits safe and comfortable at all times 
of year. There is an enclosed base camp area with a yurt to allow a sheltered space to collect and eat 
in winter. The camp also includes a fire pit and a barbeque area. During their visits adults and 
children set off in a group to explore different areas within the site. There are clear structures to 
ensure safety with set stopping points for everyone to collect together and assess possible risks 
ahead. There is a strong emphasis on the involvement of children in the evaluation of risk. Snacks 
and drinks are shared too at regular intervals. This provides time to rest, get warm and plan ahead. 
Activities undertaken at the site are led by children’s observations and ideas as they explore different 
parts of the site during the day.  

 
 
 
At the base camp, following a snack in the yurt, Ian followed by Vanessa started rubbing twigs 
against the metal structure over the fire pit, trying to get the bark off ‘to see if there are any 
beasties’. Later children began running up and down the mounds of chipping in the enclosed base 
camp area. Mark noticed ‘it’s easy if you go down and then up’.  

Aims and organisation of visits to Scout camp 

Children’s explorations and observations during the day 
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 Running up & down the mounds  Vanessa trying to find ‘beasties’ 

Amelie collected fir cones to take back to the Centre. Beth and Karla picked up twigs and waved 
them around as they walked. Beth made comparisons between their sticks ‘I’ve got a bendy stick – 
mine’s a fishing rod – yours is a straight one’. Vanessa noticed a big hole in a tree and stopped to 
stare up and questioned ‘maybe someone inside?’ She was lifted up to look. 

Following a return to base camp and snacks, the group set off to higher ground and a stopping point 
in another part of the site. Towards the top of the hill there was a grass sledge run. Children spent 
time climbing up and then running down, mirroring their actions with the smaller slopes at base 
camp.  

   

 The grass sledge run Ava pulling Vanessa on the rope swing 

The next stopping point was even higher up. Here some children explored the roots of an upturned 
tree. Ian commented ‘looking to see if I can find any beasties’. Linda and a group of children went to 
set up a swing using ropes slung over a fallen tree. Linda encouraged the children to show her how to 
tie the ropes to the tree. Children took turns to sit in the rope swing and be pulled. Vanessa sat on 
the swing with Ava pulling her backwards and forwards. It was hard work and Ava was pulled down 
the hill as she released the rope each time. Linda suggested ‘pulling gently Ava’ so she could keep her 
footing. On the way back down to base camp there were further opportunities for exploration and 
observation for example to find sticks with pine cones, smell the sticky resin from a pine tree or 
make a den inside a clump of rhododendrons. 
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The interview with Sarah, a teacher, indicated ways in which children’s experiences have brought 
new ideas and materials back to the Centre and influenced the development of resources in their 
outdoor area. For example the swing has been replaced at present by a hammock. Loose branches 
have been added in parts of the outdoor area site and a water pump installed to give the sounds of 
moving water. There are plans for a dry riverbed in progress. 

“They brought back ideas for things like water here – they wanted water to be here – we already had 
the little pond but that’s when we got the pump and they wanted that to be moving water because 
the sound lends itself – we hadn’t had the sounds – that has led on to now wanting a dry riverbed 
which we have sort of started to do…. bringing their ideas of we need to have something to swing on 
here so that’s why we’ve got the – we had a swing which was made by children with Dan and that 
has been replaced by the hammock at the moment. Even the things like having the loose branches – 
this has influenced us and we have brought branches from Scout Camp.” 
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